Reflexives

A verb is reflexive when the subject and the object are the same. 
I 

wash 

myself.
subject: I
verb: wash
object: myself
Since the subject and object are the same, the verb is reflexive.

I 

wash 

the car.
subject: I
verb: wash
object: car

Since the subject and object are different, the verb is not reflexive.

When a verb is reflexive, the infinitive ends in "se."
Lavar




lavarse
to wash (non-reflexive)


to wash oneself (reflexive)
rascar




rascarse
to scratch (non-reflexive)

to scratch oneself (reflexive) 

You should memorize the following reflexive pronouns: 

me (myself)



nos (ourselves)
te (yourself)



os (yourselves)
se (himself, herself, yourself)

se (themselves, yourselves)

Whenever a verb directly follows a preposition, it remains in the infinitive form. For reflexive verbs, the ending -se changes to agree with the subject. Observe the differences in the following sentences, all of which are about counting burros before falling asleep. 

Antes de dormirme, yo cuento burros.

In Spanish, these intransitive constructions frequently employ the reflexive form. 

The sun dried the clothes. (transitive)

The clothes dried in the sun. (intransitive)
El sol secó la ropa.



La ropa se secó al sol. 

Sometimes, the reflexive construction is used merely to emphasize who is performing the action of the sentence. 

The cake? Maria ate it.
¿La torta? María se la comió. 
For some verbs, the meaning changes when they are used reflexively. 

aburrir - to bore
aburrirse - to be bored
acordar - to agree
acordarse de - to remember
acostar - to put to bed
acostarse - to go to bed
casar - to perform a marriage ceremony
casarse con - to become married to someone
despedir - to fire
despedirse de - to say goodbye
dormir - to sleep
dormirse - to fall asleep
ir - to go
irse - to go away, to leave
morir - to die (abruptly, as of an accident, war, etc.)
morirse - to die (natural causes; "to die" figuratively)
negar - to deny
negarse a - to refuse
parecer - to seem
parecerse a - to resemble
poner - to put
ponerse - to put on
probar - to try, to taste
probarse - to try on
quitar - to take away
quitarse - to take off 

Verbs that are always reflexive

arrepentirse (e:ie) - to repent
atreverse a - to dare
darse cuenta de - to realize
jactarse de - to boast
quejarse de - to complain about
suicidarse - to commit suicide
